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WEBINAR-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 18th July, 2020 Time: 11 am (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA) unit of DK College and IQAC of DK College, Mirza 

organised a national webinar in collaboration with ZSA, Guwahati, on Saturday on the topic 

“Grassland Ecosystem- its significance, conservation and management”. More than 325 

participants from different parts of India, Malayasia and the Philippines took part in the 

webinar. Dr Bibhuti Prahad Lahkar, eminent scientist of NGO Aaranyak, who was the main 

speaker , stressed the need for conservation of grasslands, which is the habitat for a variety 

of indigenous species like the one-horned rhinoceros, pigmy hog, hispid hare, Bengal 

florican, water buffalo etc. He said that at present, large scale shrinkage of grassland due to 
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human settlement, agriculture, livestock grazing, unsystematic fire etc has become a great 

case of concern for ecologists, and all round efforts are needed from the government to 

make the conservation a people’s movement to save the degraded grasslands. Lahkar had 

won the IUCN World Heritage Hero Award in 2016 becoming the first Asian to get this 

honour for his contribution towards conservation of the Manas World Heritage site. He is a 

member of IUCN SSC Asian elephants specialist group and an expert member under Union  

Ministry of Environment, Forest and climate change. Dr Deepalee Das associate professor 

and Head of the Department of Zoology at DK College was the Coordinator of the webinar 

which was earlier inaugurated by Principal Nabajyoti Das. ZSA president Priyabrata Lahkar 

was the chef guest, while ZSA general secretary Prof Jogen Chandra Kalita spoke a few 

words on ZSA. Dr Arunabha Chakraborty assistant professor of Civil engineering at Tezpur 

University was also present.  

WEBINAR-2 

 

 

Date: 20th July, 2020 Time: 11.30 am (IST) 

The Zoological society of Assam (ZSA) organised an international webinar titled “COVID-19 

Pandemic and Biodiversity-the Good, the Bad and the Ugly”. The Chief Guest cum main 

speaker of the event was Prof. Dr. Ramesh ‘Zimbo’ Boonratana of Mahidol University 
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International College (Bangkok, Thailand). Prof. Dr. Ramesh ‘Zimbo’ Boonratana is also the 

Vice-Chairman of IUCN SSC Primate Specialist Group and the Editor-in-Chief of the ‘Asian 

Primates Journal’. Keynote address was presented by Prof. Manideep Raj co-ordinator of 

Zoological Society of Assam OER. His talk revolved around relevant facts right from Louis 

Pasteur’s thoughts to books on pandemic published in the month of June. The webinar was 

attended by several educationists including prominent personalities like Priyabrata Lahkar, 

Dr. Balendra Kr. Das, Prof Jogen Ch. Kalita, faculty members of different universities and 

colleges, research scholars and students. Dr Chhandashree Bhuyan was the convenor and 

Dr. Manas Das, was the assistant convenor of the webinar. The title for the webinar has 

been taken from the 1966 Italian epic Spaghetti Western film directed by Sergio Leone, 

starring Clint Eastwood, Lee Van Cleef, and Eli Wallach and just like the Hollywood classic, 

the webinar too delivered an entertaining as well as educationally engaging interactive 

session. The ongoing pandemic situation has kept people locked down inside their homes 

and this webinar is exactly what a person working in the field of biodiversity got an 

opportunity to take their minds away from the gloominess that has surrounded almost 

everyone. The session revolved around the future research in the field of biodiversity in the 

post COVID world, what topics are going to emerge, which topics are going to be sidelined 

and what exactly are the opportunities that will open up once life gets back on track again. . 

An interaction was also held where the speaker attended to each query with a resolving 

attitude. The webinar was attended by more than 250 participants interested in Biodiversity 

and environmental issues through live GOOGLE MEET Platform.  
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WEBINAR-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 28th July, 2020 Time: 11 am (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA) organized a national webinar on the topic ‘Cumulative 

aquaculture approaches: A boon for rural economy’ on July 28. More than 250 participants 

from different parts of the country participated in the session. The keynote speaker was 

retired professor of Gauhati University Amalesh Dutta, who spoke on the potential of fishery 

resources of Assam and the NE India as a whole. Prof Dandadhar Sarma of Department of 

Zoology, Gauhati University, speaking as the resource person highlighted the opportunities 

and challenges in the aquaculture industry and emphasised the aspects of improvisation and 

incorporation of technology into it. Sri Kaustabh Bhagawati, Assistant professor, College of 

Fishery, Raha, in his presentation focused on the indigenous fish species of the NE region 

and stressed the importance of these species in this industry. The webinar was also graced 
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by Padma Shri awardee Dr Uddhab Bharali, popularly known as the ‘Machine Man’. Dr 

Bharali inspired the participants by his latest innovation and in his speech underlined the 

need for adopting innovative technology to augment this industry. The welcome address 

was offered by Shri Bhaswat Ranjan Borah of Department of Zoology, Gauhati University, 

coordinator of the webinar.The inaugural speech was offered by Prof. Aparijita Borkotoky, 

Former Head, Department of Zoology and former Dean of Science Gauhati University. The 

vote of thanks was offered by Prof. Jogen Chandra Kalita, Professor of Zoology, Gauhati 

University and General Secretary, Zoological Society of Assam. 
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WEBINAR-4 
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Date: 30th July, 2020 Time: 7.30 pm (IST) 

Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA) organized an International Webinar on the topic 

“Becoming Eco-Literate: How scientists & the public can better understand each other.” The 

speaker of the International Webinar was an eminent scientist cum conservationist of USA, 

Dr. Laura K. Marsh, Director & Co-founder of Global Conservation Institute. At present, she 

is leading the effort for the IUCN on a global guideline for the Conservation and 

Management of Primates. Dr. Marsh is an Expedition Leader & Director of Houseboat 

Amazon and Screenwriter and Producer at Western Sandblast Film Consortium. She is an 

active, multi-grant winning member of Women in Film, New Mexico. Dr. Marsh talked about 

the topic with her own experiences using slides and videos. Dr. Deepalee Das, Associate 

Professor and HOD of Zoology, D.K.College, Mirza was the coordinator of this International 

Webinar. Dr. Das started the session with a short introduction and offered Vote of Thanks at 

the end of the session. The Webinar was inaugurated with a welcome address by Shri 

Priyabrata Lahkar, President, ZSA. Dr. Balendra Kr. Das, Working President, ZSA delivered his 

valedictory address. Prof Jogen Chandra Kalita, General Secretary, ZSA spoke about the 

Webinar. Dr. Chhandashree Bhuyan was the moderator who hosted the interactive session. 

Dr Manas Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, Gauhati University was the 

Asisstant Coordinator.  Dr Arunav Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, Civil Engineering, Tezpur 

Central University supervised the technical aspects of the webinar and Ms. Anasuya 

Goswami, lecturer, Civil Engineering has anchored the Webinar. Participants from different 

parts of India, USA, UK, Germany, Thailand and Philippines have joined the Webinar. 

Distinguished personalities like Prof. Ramesh Zimbo Boonratana from Bangkok, Thailand, Dr. 

Arpita Roychoudhury from Berlin, Germany, Queen Saikia from University of Leeds, UK were 

also present in the Webinar. 
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WEBINAR-5 

 

Date: 31th July, 2020 Time: 11 am (IST) 

An International webinar Organized on the topic “The plastic Problem: Taking a 

Transdisciplinary Approach to Sustainable Solutions” was organized by ZSA branch of 

Nowgong College and Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA) in association with Alumni 

association of the dept. of Botany, Guwahati college. Dr. Wayne N. Phillips, Lecturer, 

Mahidol University, Bangkok, Thailand was the speaker of the session. The webinar was 

started by giving a short overview of the theme by the coordinator Dr. Jyotismita Das. This is 
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followed by the welcoming address of Principal of Nowgong College Dr. Sarat Borkotaki. A 

video clip covering profile of Zoological society of Assam (ZSA) was played which was 

designed by Prof. Manideep Raj, Coordinator of Online Educational Resource Programe, ZSA 

and presented by Dr. Chhandashree Bhuyan, Coordinator, Blog, ZSA. In his talk, Dr. Philips 

who is an expert in Coral reef ecology, conservation, restoration, connectivity, tourism 

impacts on coral reefs and photophysiology has shown the efforts has been made so far and 

the possibilities in this field. Concluding speech was given by Mr. Priyabrata Lahkar, 

Honorable President of Zoological Society of Assam. Prof. Jogen Chandra Kalita, Secretary, 

ZSA congratulated all esteemed members of ZSA for completion of the successful webinar. 

Prof Kalita urged Dr. Wayne to seek a solution for the polluted Bharalu river, passing 

through Guwahati City. Many renowned dignitaries like Padmashri Dr. Uddhab Bharali, Dr. 

Ramesh Zimbo Boonratana, Mahidol University International College, Dr. Kalpana Baruah, 

Joint Director, National Vector Born Disease Control program, Ministry of Health and family 

welfare (Govt. of India), Mr. Narayan Mahanta, IFS, Prof. Aparajita Borkotoki, Ex HoD, Dept 

of Zoology and former Dean Faculty of Science were also present. For the webinar, Google 

Meet platform was used and total 250 participants participated the webinar. Looking at the 

huge gathering in the webinar, ZSA has decided to organize more such programs for the 

greater benefit of the student, researchers and teachers. The technical part of the webinar 

was mainly supervised by Dr. Badan Barman, Secretary, AADBGC and his team. The 

necessary arrangements in hosting the webinar were done by Dr. Manas Das, Assistant. 

Formal vote of thanks was given by Dr. Bula Choudhury, president AADBGC (Alumni 

Association of the Department of Botany, Guwahati College). E-certificates were distributed 

among the participants. 
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WEBINAR-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 1st August, 2020 Time: 7.30 pm (IST) 

In a joint effort by the Department of Zoology, Dergaon Kamal Dowerah College and 

Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA), an International Webinar was organized entitled ‘Covid-

19 in Perspective’ on 1st August, 2020 from 7.30pm IST.   The Principal of D.K.D. College, Dr. 

Ranjit Kr. Bordoloi inaugurated the webinar and also instated a branch of Zoological Society 
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of Assam in D.K.D. College, Dergaon. Dr. Jayanta Biswa Sarma, Lead consultant, 

Microbiologist, Mid-Yorkshire Hospital, NHS Trust, England, served as the invited speaker of 

the event. Dr. Sarma spoke on the perspectives of COVID-19 and emphasised on the various 

strategies adopted to combat the pandemic situation in addition to the measures 

undertaken to flatten the exponential growth of the virus. During the interactive session, Dr. 

Sarma responded to various queries and questions from the participants related to the 

current situation and therapeutic strategies under development. The auspicious occasion 

was graced by esteemed members of ZSA which included President Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, 

Working President Dr. Balendra Kr. Das and General Secretary Prof. Jogen Ch. Kalita along 

with around 250 participants, comprising of students, research Scholars and faculties of 

different educational institutes. The Programme was moderated by the Convener, Dr. T.G 

Devina. Dr. Bristi Dutta and Dr. Rupamoni Thakur, were the Assistant Joint Conveners of the 

Webinar. The Advisor of the Webinar was Dr. Golapi Devi, Associate Professor, Department 

of Zoology, DKD College, Dergaon.  
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WEBINAR-7 
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Date: 9th August, 2020 Time: 11 am (IST) 

A National Webinar was organised by Zoological Society of Assam on “Vector borne diseases 

in Northeast India and their public health implications.” Dr Kalpana Baruah, Additional 

Director, National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, Government of India was Chief Guest cum speaker. Dr Baruah is the Country Head 

of Dengue and Chikungunya division and Head of Entomology & Vector Control division. 

Addressing the participants Dr Jyotismita Das, co-ordinator of the webinar briefly explained 

the different objectives of this society. The welcome address was delivered by Dr Balendra 

Kumar Das, Working President, ZSA. Dr Bulbuli Khanikor, Assistant Professor in Zoology, 

Gauhati University had given a brief introduction of the Chief Guest cum speaker Dr Kalpana 

Baruah. Dr Baruah had explained very nicely and elaborately about different Vector borne 

diseases and its effect on public health. The most attractive part of the webinar was the 

interaction section. Participants asked many questions and all these were answered nicely 

by the speaker. Many overseas participants were also present during the webinar. Sri 

Priyabrata Lahkar, President, ZSA had addressed the gathering and offers his gratitude to all 

participants of the webinar. Prof. Jogen Ch. Kalita, secretary of ZSA had highlighted the 

importance of organizing this type of webinars. Prof. Manideep Raj, Co-ordinator of Online 

Educational Resource Program (OER) of ZSA had given a brief overview of the YouTube 

channels run by ZSA. The valedictory speech was delivered by Prof. Aparajita Borkotoki, Ex-

President ZSA & former Dean Faculty of Science, Gauhati University. The vote of thanks was 

given by Dr Manas Das, Asst. Co-ordinator of the webinar. The webinar was attended by 

large number of Academicians, researchers, students and members of different health 

organizations. 
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WEBINAR-8 
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Date: 10th August, 2020 Time: 10 am (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA and Alumni Association of the Department of Botany, 

Guwahati College, Guwahati, organized a webinar on “How to Crack NEET Part-1” targeting 

the ensuing NEET aspirants of Assam and its neighbouring states. The webinar was 

inaugurated by Prof. Dr Dipika Deka, Honourable Vice Chancellor, Srimanta Sankardeva 

University of Health Sciences, Assam. The resource person was Dr. Ratul Ch. Rajkhowa, 

Retd. Associate Professor of Zoology, Cotton University, Assam.  The co-ordinator of the 

webinar Dr Chandrashree Bhuyan welcomed all guest and participants to the virtual hall of 

Zoological Society of Assam webinar. Dr. Rajkhowa in his presentation and interaction with 

the participant students from different educational institutions stressed on the 

development of basic concept and exhaustive knowledge of the HS text books of each 

subject for cracking NEET, a national level exam. Professor Jogen Chandra Kalita, General 

secretary of ZSA, spoke on the occasion for the need of such webinars for the benefit of our 

future generation and inspired students to work hard and be focussed. Dr. Bula Choudhury, 

president AADBGC (Alumni Association of the Department of Botany, Guwahati College) also 

spoke on the occasion. The technical part of the webinar was supervised by Dr. Badan 

Barman, Secretary, AADBGC and Dr. Manas Das, Assistant General secretary, ZSA. The vote 

of thanks was offered by Dr Manas Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, 

Gauhati University. 
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WEBINAR-9 

 

Date: 15th August, 2020 Time: 6 pm (IST) 

An international webinar on 'Insights from Transdisciplinary approaches for responding to 

COVID-19 impacts in Aquatic-Social-Ecological systems’ was organized by the Zoological 

Society of Assam Unit, Dept of Zoology, Jawaharlal Nehru College, Boko under DBT Star 

college status scheme in collaboration with Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA). Dr Prateep 

Kumar Nayak, Associate Professor & Associate Director of Graduate studies, School of 

Environment, Enterprise and Development Environmental change and Governance Group, 

University of Waterloo, Canada. Dr Tapan Kr. Deka, was the co-ordinator of the webinar. Dr 

Nayak had explained very nicely and elaborately about different approaches for responding 

to COVID-19 impacts in Aquatic Ecological systems. The most attractive part of the webinar 

was the interaction section. Participants asked many questions and all these were answered 

nicely by the speaker. Professor Jogen Chandra Kalita, General secretary, ZSA addressed the 

gathering and offered his gratitude to all participants of the webinar. The webinar was 



  REPORT ON WEBINARS ORGANISED BY THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF ASSAM 

 

17 | P a g e  
 

attended by many dignitaries of ZSA besides Professors, Research Scholars and students 

from different universities and colleges.  

WEBINAR-10 
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Date: 17th August, 2020 Time: 11.30 am (IST) 

College of Education, Nagaon and Zoological Society of Assam has organized an 

international webinar on “Impact of COVID-19 pandemic on women and family health”. 

Many internationally famed professors and researchers along with approximately 600 

participants participated in the webinar. The introductory speech was delivered by Dr. 

Manoshikha Baruah, Principal, College of Education, Nagaon. Dr. Baruah has emphasized 

the role of women in maintaining family health during Covid -19 pandemic. The webinar was 

inaugurated by Noted Assamese and Sanskrit litterateur and critic Prof. Malinee Goswami, 

Honorable Vice Chancellor, Assam Women University, Jorhat. Prof. Goswami highlighted 

upon the severe spread of this pandemic in the society and thanked the organizers for 

bringing forward such a burning topic for discussion and commented that the society will be 

benefited by this. Sri Sahajananda Ojah, retired principal, ADP college, Nagaon and 

president, Governing Body, COE, Nagaon has put forward brief speech on the topic and 

foregrounded that this type of international discussion will pave the way of future problem 

solving.An internationally famed feminist writer Dr. Anindita Datta, Associate Professor, 

Delhi School of Economics, Delhi University had participated as Chief guest on the session. 

Dr. Datta has put forwarded a detailed discussion on the problems faced during the Covid-

19 pandemic and about the measures that can be taken by the women towards diminishing 

the rigidity of the society during this hard time. At the end of the discussion Dr Datta 

responded to the questions of the participants.Dr. Rituparna Bhatacharyya, Editor-in-Chief, 

Peer Reviews Journal Space and Culture, London; Dr. Arpita Roychoudhury, scientist, 

Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany; Mousumi Das, Research Scholar, university of 

Bern, Switzerland has participated as international guest.Valedictory speech was delivered 

by Dr. B.K.Das Working President, ZSA. President of Zoological Society of Assam Priyabrata 

Lahkar commented that this kind of discussion will contribute a lot for the benefit of the 

society. Prof. Jogen ch. Kalita, General Secretary, Zoological Society of Assam congratulated 

everyone for successfully conducting the webinar. Mrs. Jahnavi Das, Vice Principal, College 

of Education, Nagaon delivered the vote of thanks at the end of the webinar. The whole 

session was coordinated by Dr. Sewali Borah, Coordinator, IQAC, and Surjit Nath, faculty, 

College of Education, Nagaon.  
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WEBINAR-11 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 18th August, 2020 Time: 11 am (IST) 

A national webinar on “DBT Star College Scheme, Govt of India; its importance and process 

of implementation” was organized by Silapathar Science College, Silapathar, in association 

with Zoological Society of Assam and Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat. Dr Subir 

Chandra Dasgupta, Head of the Department and Professor, PG Department of Zoology, 

Maulana Azad College, Calcutta was the invited speaker. Dr M. Mathiyazhagan was the 

coordinator of the webinar which was held on Zoom Platform. The Webinar was 

inaugurated by Professor Dhiraj Bora, Vice-Chancellor, Assam Science and Technology 

University, Guwahati, Assam. Dr Ranjit Saikia, Principal, Silapathar Science College, 

Silapathar welcomed all guests and participants to the webinar. Dr R.S.C. Jayaraj, Director, 

Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat, Assam also spoke on the occasion. The other 

esteemed dignitaries present were Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, President ZSA. Working President 

ZSA, Prof. J.C.Kalita, General Secretary, ZSA. The webinar was attended by faculty members, 

research scholars and students from different colleges and universities.  
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WEBINAR-12 
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Date: 21st August, 2020 Time: 11 am (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA) organised an international webinar today where 

Professor SR Milligan of King’s College London spoke on the topic – ‘Humans as an 

intelligent species. Where have they come from? Where are they going?’ The webinar 

mainly focused on the advancements of the human race from being ‘early men’ to being 

users of tools, to being independent and finally being developed themselves and developing 

the world. Prof Milligan in his hour-long deliberation, highlighted the global demographic 

statistics, comparing the ancestral family planning with the current scenario in the world. He 

also made an insight into the various aspects of use of scientific and technological tools in 

reproduction and specifically in the field of artificial birth control strategies. The webinar 

was part of an initiative taken by the ZSA to provide an online platform for promoting 

learning and providing useful information to students in particular through a series of virtual 

events on very relevant and important topics during the current pandemic period. Queries 

put by eminent professors, researchers and students from across the world were actively 

responded to by Prof Milligan. Highlighting many issues related to human population and 

control measures across the world, he categorically mentioned that there has been a lack of 

scientific understanding in politics. 
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WEBINAR-13 
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Date: 24th August, 2020 Time: 2.30 pm (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA), DHS Kanoi College’s internal quality assurance cell 

(IQAC) and ZSA unit in collaboration with Aswini Charan Chaudhary Central Library, DHS 

Kanoi College organised an international webinar on ‘Man-monkey conflict’. Dr Sian Waters, 

Executive Director and Founder of Barbary Macaque Awareness and Conservation (BMAC) 

and a well-known environmentalist from United Kingdom gave an in-depth presentation on 

the topic titled, ‘Why studying primates is key to understand human-primate interactions.’ 

The webinar was inaugurated by Dr Sashikanta Saikia, Principal, DHS Kanoi College, 

Dibrugarh, Assam. The other speakers for the webinar included Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, 

President, Zoological Society and Prof Jogen Chandra Kalita, General Secretary, Zoological 

Society of Assam. Dr. Sultana Hazarika, the coordinator of the webinar stated that the 

webinar focussed on understanding man-animal conflicts and on conservation strategies of 

wild animal. It was primarily aimed at creating awareness among the stakeholders to follow 

the conservation measures, especially in a state like Assam, which is considered one of the 

hotspots of biodiversity. Dr. Sultana also moderated the interactive session. Dr. Pallavi 

Gogoi, anchored the proceedings of the webinar while Dr Mridul Sarma, IQAC Coordinator 

offered the vote of thanks. 
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WEBINAR-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 25th August, 2020 Time: 2 pm (IST) 

The Zoological society of Assam organised a webinar on “Educational prospects in Japan: 

Teaching Strategies and Learning Models Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic”. Dr Muralidhar 

Miryala Deputy President and Professor Global course of Engineering and Science, Shibaura 

Institute of Technology, Tokyo Japan was the resource person who spoke elaborately on the 

teaching learning models that can be practised during the Pandemic and also discussed 

about the models being used in his institute. In the last part of his talk he spoke about his 

research area and the importants achievements. At the end of the discussion Dr Miryala 

interacted with the participants. Mariko Yamamoto Japanese language teacher, Tokyo Japan 

spoke about the prospects and facilities available for foreign students in Japan and that 

English language is used to teach in international universities. The webinar was coordinated 

by Professor Manideep Raj, Associate Professor, Department of Zoology, Darrang College, 

Assam who also highlighted the important aspects of the talk towards the end of the 

webinar. Ankita Raj who is currently pursuing the Ph.D. degree with IIT Delhi, New Delhi 
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moderated the interactive session. Valedictory speech was delivered by Sri Priyabrata 

Lahkar, President of Zoological Society of Assam. Prof. Jogen ch. Kalita, General Secretary, 

Zoological Society of Assam Thanked the Resource person for his wonderful presentation 

and hoped that this webinar will contribute a lot for the benefit of the students who wish to 

study in Japan.  

WEBINAR-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: 29th August 2020    TIME: 3:45 PM (IST) 

International webinar on threats to biodiversity, its conservation, and challenges organised 

by department of zoology, Barnagar college, zoological society of assam, Barnagar branch 

and zoological society of assam in association with assam science society, Barnagar branch 

and IQAC, Barnagar college. The Resource person of the webinar was  Sri Medhisha 

Pasan Gunawardena, Senior Lecturer/Faculty of Science, Horizon Campus, Malabe, Sri 

Lanka. Consultant-Board of Management/BERI (Biodiversity Educational  Research 

Initiative), Sri Lanka. Consultant/Environment management & Sustainability-Theme   Resorts 

and Spas, Sri Lanka. The Advisors of the Organizing committee were Dr. B. K. Chakravorty, 
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Principal, Barnagar College, Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, President, ZSA, Dr. Balendra Kumar Das, 

Working President, ZSA , Prof. J.C. Kalita, General Secretary, ZSA and Sri Janmoni Borah, 

Head (i/c), Department of Zoology, Barnagar College and Convenor, ZSA (Barnagar branch). 

The Coordinator of the webinar was Dr. Pallabi Goswami, Assistant professor, Department 

of Zoology, Barnagar College and Dr. Sharmistha Chakravarty, Assistant professor, 

Department of Zoology, Barnagar College was the Co- coordinator. The  Moderator was Dr. 

Merina Narah, Assistant professor, Department of Zoology, Barnagar College. The webinar 

was conducted on google meet platform and hosted large number of participants from India 

and abroad. In his talk the Resource person, Medhisha Pasan Gunawardena from Srilanka 

highlighted the importance of biodiversity and the need of its conservation. He suggested 

various measures to protect biodiversity. 

WEBINAR-16 
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Date: 29th August, 2020 Time: 7 pm (IST) 

 An International webinar on “Turtle Species Conservation with Special reference to Indian 

Softshell and the Peacock softshell as indicator species” was organized by Alumni 

Association, Department of Zoology, Guwahati College and Zoological Society of Assam in 

association with Department of Zoology, Guwahati College, Aaranyak and Assam Don Bosco 

University on August 29, 2020. Mr Felix Abayomi, Founder and CEO, Wildlife of Africa 

Conservation Initiatives was the invited speaker. In his speech Mr Felix Abayomi who is a 

Zoologists, Wildlife Management and Conservation of Species professional spoke on the 

conservation strategies of Indian Softshell and the Peacock softshell. Dr Pinky Baruah was 

the coordinator of the webinar which was held on GOOGLE MEET Platform and was 

attended by huge number of participants from across the world and various disciplines. The 

Webinar was inaugurated by Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, President ZSA. Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, 

President ZSA, Prof. J.C.Kalita, General Secretary, ZSA, faculty members, research scholars 

and students of different colleges and universities attended the webinar. Formal vote of 

thanks was given by Mr Sanjeeb Kalita, President Alumni Association of the Department of 

Zoology, Guwahati College. The necessary arrangements in hosting the webinar were done 

by Mr Hirak Jyoti Kalita, an alumnus of dept of Zoology Guwahati College. E-certificates were 

distributed among the participants. 
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WEBINAR-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 30th August 2020    TIME: 4:30 PM (IST) 

Anandaram Dhekial Phookan College, Nagaon,  Assam in association with Zoological Society 

of Assam organised a webinar on ‘Zoonosis and Human Health’. It was attended by more 

than 680 participants from different Universities, Research organisations and colleges from 

five different countries. The Chief Guest and inaugurator of the webinar was Professor Dr 

Bibekananda Saikia, Dean, College of Veterinary Sciences, Assam Agricultural University, 

Khanapara, Assam. Well- known parasitologist Professor Dr Saidul Islam, Head of the 

Department of Parasitology, College of Veterinary Sciences, Assam Agricultural University, 

Khanapara, Assam was the Resource person cum speaker. Dr Islam elaborated about the 

mode of transmission of zoonotic diseases like direct zoonosis, cyclozoonosis etc. He 

pointed out the abundance of wildlife species from a zoonotic disease perspective in Indian 

context. He also stated that there are challenges to advancing control of zoonotic disease 

and their emergence.  
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The welcome address was delivered by Dr Sanjib Kumar Borkakoti, Co-ordinator, IQAC, 

Anandaram Dhekial Phookan College. Shri Priyabrata Lahkar, president, Zoological Society of 

Assam offered the valedictory speech. Professor Jogen Chandra Kalita, general secretary, 

Zoological Society of Assam, spoke about the varios activities of ZSA in uplifting the 

educational scenario of Assam and congratulated the organisers for the success of the 

webinar. Shri Manideep Raj, Coordinator, OER, Zoological Society of Assam, spoke about the 

two online educational channels of the ZSA dedicated to students. 

Dr. Bibhab Kumar Talukdar, CEO & Secretary General of Aaranyak in his deliberation 

appreciated the talk of the resource person and its relevance to prevent zoonotic diseases. 

Sri Suranjan Bhowal, president, Zoological Society of Assam Anandaram Dhekial Phookan 

College Unit, spoke about the activities of ZSA unit of the college.  Ms. Mariko Yamamoto, 

Language Teacher, Tokyo also gave a short speech on the occasion. Speaking on the 

occasion the Coordinator of the webinar Dr Afifa Kausar Assistant professor, Department of 

Zoology, Anandaram Dhekial Phookan College said that the webinar gave scope for a good 

learning experience about zoonosis and welcomed all esteemed guests and participants. 

The moderator of the webinar was Dr Jyotismita Das, Assistant professor, Department of 

Zoology, Nowgong College. The Chief Guest was introduced by Dr Bulbuli Khanikor. Assistant 

professor, Department of Zoology, Gauhati University. Dr Manas Das, Assistant professor, 

Department of Zoology, Gauhati University and Technical Coordinator of the webinar 

offered the Vote of Thanks. 
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WEBINAR-18 

 

Date: 31th August, 2020 Time: 10.30 am (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA), Internal Quality Assurance cell (IQAC), Darrang 

College and ZSA Unit, Darrang College, Tezpur organized a webinar on “Strategy for Cracking 

NEET (UG Medical Entrance Exam)” on 31st August, 2020 targeting the ensuing NEET 

aspirants of Assam and it’s neighbouring states. A renowned biologist and Academician of 

India, popular Academic Counsellor, Retired Prof. of Cotton University, Assam, Dr. Ratul Ch. 

Rajkhowa presented the most important tactics for cracking NEET in the webinar. Dr. 

Rajkhowa in his one and half hour-long presentation and interaction with the participant 

students from different educational institutions stressed on the development of basic 

concept and exhaustive knowledge of the HS text books of each subject for cracking NEET, a 

national level exam. In his interactive session, steered with Dr. Phatic Tamuli, IQAC 

coordinator of Darrang College Tezpur delineated some rudimentary aids for scoring marks 

in the entrance examination. He said “It is essential that each of the NEET aspirants must be 

mentally strong with exceptional personality having clear concept of each of the topics of 

their allotted textbooks in Higher Secondary level.” He denied any crucial role of Reference 

Books and Coaching institutions available in the educational market now a days. The 

webinar was inaugurated by Dr. Joysankar Hazarika, Principal of Darrang College, Tezpur. In 
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his inaugural speech Dr. Hazarika gave emphasis on the Physical and Psychological fitness of 

the students of our state Assam. President of ZSA, Priyabrata Lahkar and General secretary 

of ZSA and Professor of Department of Zoology, Gauhati University Dr. Jogen C. Kalita also 

spokes on the occasion for the upliftment of our future generation. Prof. Manideep Raj, 

Online Educational Resource Coordinator of ZSA highlighted the educational activities of ZSA 

being laid during this COVID-19 Pandemic. Coordinator of the webinar, Dr. Rabindra 

Hazarika, Assistant professor of Department of Zoology, Darrang College, Tezpur anchored 

the programme where more than 1200 participants from various educational institutions 

took part via live streaming in Facebook and You tube including the online meeting room 

Google Meet. Already more than 750 numbers of feedback forms with valuable comments 

from the student participants have been received as informed by the organizing committee 

for whom there is an arrangement to provide certificate of participation. It is to be 

mentioned here that Principal of Tezpur Science Academy, Suranjana Sarma Chakravarty 

actively participated in the programme with highest number of participant students. 
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WEBINAR-19
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Date: 3th September, 2020 Time: 3.30 pm (IST) 

 An International webinar on “Social and Economic dynamics of the Wildlife Trade” was 

organized by Alumni Association, Department of Zoology, Guwahati College and Zoological 

Society of Assam in association with Department of Zoology, Guwahati College, Aaranyak 

and Assam Don Bosco University on September 3, 2020. Dr James McNamara, Conservation 

Scientist Smithsonian Institute, USA was the invited speaker. In his speech Dr McNamara 

spoke on the wildlife trade and its implication on wildlife and economies of the people. Dr 

Pinky Baruah was the coordinator of the webinar which was held on GOOGLE MEET 

Platform and was attended by huge number of participants from across the world and 

various disciplines. Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, President ZSA, Prof. J.C.Kalita, General Secretary, 

ZSA, faculty members, research scholars and students of different colleges and universities 

attended the webinar. The Webinar was inaugurated by Professor Jogen C Kalita, Professor 

Dept. of Zoology GU and General Secretary ZSA. Dr Dinesh Kakati, HOD, Department of 

Zoology, Guwahati College welcomed the participants. Formal vote of thanks was given by 

Dr. Himadri Kalita, Assistant Professor Don Bosco University and Secretary Alumni 

Association of the Department of Zoology, Guwahati College. E-certificates were distributed 

among the participants.  
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WEBINAR-20 

 

Date: 6th September, 2020 Time: 4.30 pm (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA)in collaboration with Department of Zoology Bahona 

College and Majuli college organised a national webinar on “Transforming Indian Higher 

Education, A journey forward from National Policy on Education (NEP), 1986 to National 

Education Policy (NEP), 2020.The welcome address was delivered by Dr Debajit Saikia, 

Principal, Majuli College. The webinar was inaugurated by Dr. Prasanna Kr. Dutta, Principal, 

Bahona College. The resource person of the webinar was Prof. Lingaraja Gandhi, Registrar, 

Mysore University and Professor of English in the Postgraduate Department of English, 

University of Mysore, India. Prof. Gandhi in his address elaborately put forward the main 

important aspects of the National Education Policy-2020. He also tried to locate and 

correlate NEP-2020 historically with different educational and institutional development in 

the field of education in India.   Shri Priyabrata Lahkar, Honorable President of Zoological 

Society of Assam delivered speech on the relevance of the webinar to let people know 

about new education Policy. Prof. Jogen Chandra Kalita, Secretary, ZSA appreciated the 

organisers and spoke about the constant efforts undertaken by ZSA for improvement of the 
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education scenario of Assam. The coordinator of the Webinar was Dr Gayotree Agni Borah, 

Head of the Department of Zoology, Bahona College. The moderator of the webinar was Dr 

Pallobi Duarah, Assisstant Professor, Department of Zoology, Majuli College. Dr Manas Das, 

Assisstant Professor, Department of Zoology, Gauhati University was the technical 

coordinator and Dr Bikramaditya Bakalial , Assistant Professor, Bahona College was the 

Assistant technical coordinator  of the webinar. The webinar was attended by large number 

of participants on Googlemeet and facebook live stream platform. 

WEBINAR-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 6th September, 2020 Time: 7.30 pm (IST) 

An International Webinar on “It takes a village to remove Arsenic and Fluoride from 

drinking water” was held on the Google platform. It was organized by the Department of 
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Zoology and Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Birjhora Mahavidyalaya, Bongaigaon 

association with Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA). The technical announcement of the 

Webinar was announced by Mr. Sanjib Baglary, IQAC, Coordinator, at 7.30 P.M. The 

welcome address was presented by Dr. K. K. Sarma, Principal, Birjhora Mahavidyalaya, 

Bongaigaon. The Webinar was Inaugurated by Prof. Jogen Chandra Kalita, Secretary, 

Zoological Society of Assam (ZSI) and Director, UGC-HRDC, G. U. He discussed various 

pros and cons of the Webinar. On behalf of the organizers, the Convener of Webinar, Dr. 

B. K. Saha invited the Chief Guest cum speaker, Prof. Achintya Bezbaruah, North Dakota 

State University, USA., to present his talk. Prof. Bezbaruah elaborately described how 

nano materials Arsenic (As) and Fluoride (F)has been reported to contaminate drinking 

water in Northeast India with special reference to Assam. Ground water contamination 

by As and F can result from the dissolution of minerals from subterranean strata.  These 

inorganic contaminants in drinking water are known to cause serious health problems 

when the maximum contaminant levels exceed 0.05 mg/L for As and 1.5 mg/L for F. 

Arsenic mainly causes cancer and fluoride dental problems and other diseases. He also 

demonstrated how Arsenic and Fluoride can be removed by different techniques from 

drinking water. He has also delivered ideas about how research and projects can be 

developed on purification of Drinking water such as how purified drinking water can be 

available at Water ATM?The president ZSA, Mr. Priyabrata Lahakar, also welcome the 

chief guests and delivered valuable speech about the webinar. Dr. Manideep Raj, 

Coordinator, Open Educational Resources (OER), ZSA and Associate Prof. in Zoology, 

Darrang College, Tezpur for his valuable speech on activities of Zoological Society of 

Assam during the lock down period. The whole programme was anchored and 

moderated by Dr. T. G. Devina, Assistant Professor of Zoology, D.K. D College, Dergaon, 

Assam. For half an hour interaction took place amongst the chat box of participants and 

the Speaker Sir. It was very lively and healthy interaction. Vote of thanks was delivered 

by Dr. B. K. Saha, Convener of the Webinar, to the Speaker cum Chief guest Prof A. 

BezBaruah, NDSU, USA for his delivery in the virtual platform, ZSA dignitaries for 

collaboration and all participants, research scholars, faculty members of different 

colleges and universities, Principals of different colleges for attending the virtual 

webinar. Altogether 251 registered for the Webinar, however 240 participated in the 

webinar and 30 number of participants attended though Live streaming in you tube. 228 



  REPORT ON WEBINARS ORGANISED BY THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF ASSAM 

 

37 | P a g e  
 

number of participants submitted their feedback at the end of the webinar. The 

feedback rate of the presenter was Excellent 69.7% and Very good 22.8%. Around 97.8% 

participants believed the webinar was helpful to acquire knowledge.  

 

WEBINAR-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 19th September,2020   Time:4.30 pm (IST) 

A national webinar entitled "Relevance and scope of animal taxonomy in the Indian context" 

was held by Department of Zoology, Sipajhar College in collaboration with Zoological Society 

of Assam (ZSA) on 19.9.2020. The web-seminar was organized on eying the importance of 

taxonomy in life science study. The principal of the college, Dr. Pradip Chandra Deka 

inaugurated the webinar. Mr. Priyabrata Lahkar, President of ZSA welcomed the participants 

while opening the branch of ZSA in Sipajhar College. Professor Jogen Chandra Kalita, General 
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Secretary, ZSA in his deliberation appreciated the speaker, Dr. Uttam Saikia, Scientist-C, 

Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) for his nice deliberation and dedicated works. Participants 

from different parts of Assam actively participated in interaction with the speaker. The 

program was coordinated by Dr. Dibya Jyoti Saikia, HOD, Department of Zoology, Sipajhar 

College along with moderator Mrs. Mridusmita Mahanta, Assistant professor, Sipajhar 

college and co-coordinator Mr. Kumar Kritartha Kaushik, Assistant professor, Sipajhar 

college. 

WEBINAR-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 20th September, 2020 Time: 11.30 am (IST) 

A national webinar was organised by the Zoological Society of Assam(ZSA) in collaboration 

with Dr Nabin Bordoloi College, Bahona College and Nakachari College , where Aranyak 

Saikia, IPS, ASP (Mysore), who recently brought laurels to Assam by securing the 59th 

position in the UPSC examination, spoke about how to prepare for all-India level 

competitive exams and other government services from Assam. Saikia talked about how 

there should be no compulsion for the students to get their coaching guidance for better 

preparation because social networking sites like Facebook, Telegram, etc, are resourceful 
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enough to study for the exams and a student can make his preparation from home . He 

prioritised reading daily newspapers like The Hindu, Indian Express, etc. Analysis of current 

affairs from sites like Vision IAS, Insights on India, etc, is also necessary to crack any 

competitive exams. Mrs. Alaka Gogoi , HOD, Department of Education, Dr Nabin Bordoloi 

College coordinated the webinar. The welcome address was offered by Sri Utpal Bordoloi, 

Principal, Dr Nabin Bordoloi College. The webinar was inaugurated by Dr Prasanna Kumar 

Dutta, Principal, Bahona College. The speaker cum resource person was introduced by 

Sankranti Devi, Research Scholar, Department of Zoology, Gauhati University. The 

interactive session was conducted by Dr Ilaxi Bora, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Education, Bahona College. The valedictory speech was delivered by Professor Jogen 

Chandra Kalita, general secretary, Zoological society of Assam while the Concluding speech 

was offered by Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, President, Zoological Society of Assam. The assistant 

coordinators were Dr Indrani Borthakur , HOD, Department of Education, Bahona College, 

Dr Kumud Ghosh HOD, Department of Education, Nakachari  College and Mrs. Jyotsna Bora, 

Assistant professor, Department of Education, Dr Nabin Bordoloi College . The vote of 

thanks was offered by Dr Manas Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, Gauhati 

University. 
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WEBINAR-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 24th September, 2020 Time: 3 pm (IST) 

A national level webinar was Organised under the aegis of the Zoological Society of Assam 

(ZSA) in collaboration with department of Zoology and Internal Quality Assurance Cell 
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(IQAC) of Devicharan Barua (DCB) Girls’ college, Jorhat on 24th September, 2020. Eminent 

conservation biologist, Professor Anindya Sinha of National Institute of Advanced Studies, 

Bangalore, delivered his lecture on the topic entitled “The weed macaques of India: 

Uniquely adaptable but ultimately threatened?” using the virtual mode of communication. 

In his talk, he focused how the provisioning of weed macaques, such as the bonnet 

macaque, by people can profoundly influence the socioecology of macaque populations at 

societal and individual level. He demonstrated the remarkable behavioural and social 

flexibility of these primates in response to rapid urbanization and other ecological changes. 

His lecture gave a reason for thought to the audience whether the time has come to 

consider conservation measures for these so called pest species of least concern.Professors, 

scientists, research scholars and students from all parts of the country participated in the 

webinar. The Programme was inaugurated by the Principal, Dr. Jinamoni Bhuyan (Dowerah) 

and coordinated by Dr. Shamim Rahman, Assistant Professor in the department of Zoology, 

DCB girls’ college. The President and the General Secretary of ZSA, Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, and 

Prof. Jogen Chandra Kalita put forwarded their comments respectively and disseminated 

information on the activities of the renowned Zoological body of the State. After a 

brainstorming interactive session, the webinar ended with a vote of thanks by Jona Dutta 

Chaudhury, Associate Professor, Department of Zoology, DCB girls’ college. 
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WEBINAR-25 

  

Date: 17th October, 2020 Time: 5 pm (IST) 

 A national webinar was organised today by Jehirul Hussain Memorial Trust, Golaghat and 

Information and career guidance cell , D.R.College, Golaghat in association with the 

Zoological society of Assam(ZSA) . It was a unique webinar moderated by world renowned 

mathematician Prof. Anupam Saikia of IIT , Guwahati where  six JEE (Advanced) Toppers 

currently studying in IIT, Guwahati were invited as resource persons to share their 

experiences on “Cracking JEE(Advanced)  from Assam”. They spoke about how they have 

prepared for the exam and answered to different queries of participating students from 

different parts of Assam during the interactive session. The webinar was formally 

inaugurated by Dr Putul Saikia, Principal, D.R.College, Golaghat . Sri Priyabrata Lahkar, 

President, ZSA and Prof. Jogen Chandra Kalita, General Secretary, ZSA delivered very 
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inspiring talks to motivate the students. The webinar was attended by a large number of 

students studying in class IX and X in different colleges and Junior science Colleges across 

Assam. The webinar was hoisted on Google meet platform and was live streamed on 

YouTube. 

WEBINAR-26 

 

Date: 30th November, 2020 Time: 3.30 pm (IST) 

The Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA) and DHS Kanoi College’s internal quality assurance cell 

(IQAC) organised an international webinar on ‘Opportunity of Higher Education in Germany’. 

The resource person was by Dr. Arpita Roy Choudhury, Scientist, Integrated Research 
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Institute for the Sciences (IRIS), Adlershof, Berlin, Co-founder and managing partner, Data 

Analysis Tools, Germany. . The webinar was inaugurated by Dr Sashikanta Saikia, Principal, 

DHS Kanoi College, Dibrugarh, Assam. The webinar was graced by the presence of Sri 

Priyabrata Lahkar, president, Zoological Society of Assam and Professor Jogen C. Kalita 

General Secretary, Zoological Society of Assam. Dr. Sultana Hazarika, President, ZSA DHS 

Kanoi College Unit and Former Head of the Department of Zoology was the coordinator of 

the webinar. 

WEBINAR-27 

 

Date: 5th December 2020 Time: 3 pm (IST) 

A national webinar on the topic of “Fish diversity of Northeast India: its Opportunity and 

Challenges” was organised by Department of Zoology, Morigaon college associated with ZSA 

on 5th December 2020. Dr. Lila Kanta Borthakur, Principal Morigaon college inaugurated the 



  REPORT ON WEBINARS ORGANISED BY THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF ASSAM 

 

45 | P a g e  
 

webinar. Dr. Dandadhar Sarma, Associate Professor, Gauhati University  was the invited 

speaker. In his presentation he has talked about different indigenous fish species of 

Northeast, especially Assam and their prospective as ornamental fish and food fish, his 

latest scientific work on different indigenous fishes of Assam as well as  future of fish 

culture. Dr. Jogen Chandra Kalita, Professor, Department of Zoology, Gauhati University and 

General secretary of ZSA was invited in the webinar as Guest of Honour. He praised the 

webinar as a very fruitful one for the point of view of students and he also influenced our 

participants specially the students to know about our local fishes and fish culture methods 

and use them as a source of income in future. Dr. Priyabrata Lahkar, President, ZSA was also 

there as an Invited guest, and he also praised the work of Dr. Dandadhar Sarma as well as 

the organisers for this webinar. Dr. Abdul Quium Osmani, Co-ordinator of the webinar 

delivered vote of thanks. The whole program was moderated by Dr. Bhagyashree Mahanta. 

About 150 participants from different parts of Assam and India have participated in the 

webinar. 

 

 


